Recent advances in dermatology.
Novel therapies for dermatologic diseases are now widely available to the clinician. The topical immune modulators tacrolimus and pimecrolimus are likely to change the way in which inflammatory dermatoses are treated. Antiviral and antitumor effects of imiquimod, another immune-response modifier, are being studied to determine the ways in which it may affect the treatment of cutaneous viral infections and skin cancers. New topical treatments for onychomycosis and the current lack of effective treatments for nondermatophyte onychomycosis indicate the need for more effective treatment for this common disease. Exciting developments in skin substitutes and growth factors for acute and chronic wound care hold much promise for the future.